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Greetings all, 
 
Welcome to the first Torque for 2019. A long time between drinks as 
far as the bulletin goes which is indicative of the somewhat mixed bag 
we’ve had with weather etc. over the last 6 months. There’s a more 
detailed report on the September Taupo rally in this issue, thanks to 
Mike O’Grady. We’ve also got New Plymouth’s November Rally cov-
ered. Kapiti was a fizzer due to the weather so nothing else to report 
in the bulletin on that. 
 
While it had been intended to hold a rally at Highbrook it seems that 
members had other priorities and commitments over the scheduled 
weekend so Highbrook have called it off. I suspect this is symptomat-
ic of the need to pic and choose events to attend, as there are so 
many options these days, and the costs of traveling away for a week-
end! 
 
While some of our LMANZ events have suffered, our members and 
their models have been well represented at other events over the 
summer season, Warbirds over Awatoto and the International Jet 
Meeting at Tokoroa being two that come to mind. 
 
We have the Annual Rally and AGM at Waharoa on the 4th and 5th 
May to look forward to now. This is probably our main event for the 
year and always a great time to catch up with everyone and see 
what’s been getting attention in the workshops around the country. 
 
Hope to catch up at the AGM. 
 
 
Cheers, Steve B. 
 
 
 
 

Editorial! 
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President’s Report       April 2019 
 
Hi all I trust you all had a Merry Christmas and Happy New Year and 
hope you all enjoy the first edition of torque for 2019. 
 
2018 finished off with a successful rally in New Plymouth however our  
rally at Kapiti was unfortunately affected by the weather. 
 
A few of us made the venture over to Masterton for ‘Wings Over 
Wairarapa’ luckily the weather held off for it and the organisers man-
aged to pull the air show off this time around. Unfortunately the less 
than desirable weather forecast that was predicted meant quite a few 
attractions pulled out last minute and then to have the B52 get ground-
ed in Australia meant they had to work some magic with the program 
and quickly. Thankfully the NZDF came to the party and sent a P3 Ori-
on in its place, followed by a couple of Seasprites, NH90 and two Tex-
ans. 
 
The WW1 vintage aviators were there in great force and put on some 
really good displays. In the fleet were two SE5A, Sopwith pup, Sop-
with Camel, a couple of Albatross, Sopwith Tri plan, Fokker DR1 and 
D7, Bristol F2 which if memory serves me is the only one flying in the 
world. Sadly WW2 didn’t really feature however we had a good display 
from the Venom and Catalina. 
 
Two brothers came over from the UK with their Grob powered sale 
planes, they put on a very good well-oiled display and later in the 
piece lit them up with 20 odd thousand LED’s and put on quite the 
night show as they also had some pyrotechnics on board, very well 
done. 
 
The 9 strong Yak 52 group put on a very tidy and precise display in-
cluding a 9 in formation loop, this display would have been one of the 
highlights for me. 
 
On the ground MFNZ and NZJMA put of very good exhibits (See Pics 
on pages 6 & 7) and had the crowd captivated with control line and 
DHL displays, a flight sim, a full Allison V12 and RR Viper turbine run-
ning and much more. Both MFNZ and NZJMA flew the flag well for 
aeromodelling. 
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All in all the airshow wasn’t what I hoped it was going to be, however 
the organisers did well with the cards they were dealt. 
 
 Well that is it from me for now, looming up on us is our annual AGM at 

Waharoa we hope to see you there. 

Until next time….... 
 
Hamish 

LMANZ  
AGM 

 
Waharoa Field 

3:30pm 4th May 
 

Come along and have you say. 
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Taupo Rally     14th & 15th September 2018 

The first item of clothing to go into my bag while packing to go to Tau-
po was my Thermal gear.  Thankfully this year it wasn’t needed.  What 
a lovely day Saturday turned out to be.  Just perfect for our Rally.  
Sunday wasn’t quite so good but still very flyable. 
 
I can understand those who stay in motels, not being keen to unpack 
all their belongings and models on the Sunday, with rain threatening 
to arrive.  As it turned out the said rain stayed away till late evening. 
 
There were twenty three models on the flight line and eighteen regis-
tered pilots.  Saturday was perfect for the lighter wing loading models.  
Kevin Uncles had his Bristol going well and put in some nice flights.  I 
think this model is quite deceptive, in that it is 138 inches span and is 
powered by a 74cc Zenoah. 
 
Local man, Alex Brodie, flew his Lazy Ace.  This model was built by a 
“Short Stay” modeller from Stratford in 1988!  And found its way to 
Taupo via a couple of dealers. 
 
Alan Romaine, Colin Kemp and Ken Buckley all had 2MT Cubs flying 
well on a day made for Cubs! 
 
Jim Hamill and Grant Onewheel had their larger Cubs doing their thing 
and entertaining us all as usual.  Jim also flew his 3MT Pawnee, and 
at one stage I saw the ground pump up and grab the prop.  Yes it 
broke.  Another to fly a 3MT Pawnee was Tony Withey. 
 
Gary Shaw had many flights with his Inverza Aerobatic Model & I wit-
nessed some 10 out of 10 landings.  Good on ya Gary! 
 
Display Pilot Extraordinaire, Colin Austin, flew his two models in his 
usual polished style.  Unfortunately the Beech 18 took up a little less 
space in his trailer on the way home.  The Panther will have to be No 
1 for now.  So sorry Colin. 
 
The Naki Boys of Harry, Gary and Ross all had a good Saturday, but 
decided to stay grounded on Sunday.  The two 4 Star 120 are going 
well and are really giving Harry and Gary their moneys worth.  Ross’ 
two hole Space Walker has taken a long time for Ross to fall in love 
with it. 
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Gordon Meads always seems to make the most of his time at the fly-
ing field and Saturday was no exception.  He had two 100 inch mod-
els.  An Air Tractor with a 40CC motor which towed it around with 
great gusto.  Some of those spraying runs were pretty hot Gordon!  
His other model was Cessna 336 (Push Pull) powered with two 25CC 
motors and flew like a rocket!  One of my friends who did quite a few 
hours in a full size one, said it was a great little A/C to fly. 
 
Alan Rowson had yet another model this time around.  An A.R.F Gip-
sy Moth, 72inch and powered by a 120 ASP.  Sorry I didn’t see it fly 
Alan, but I’m sure it would have looked the part. 
 
Tony McColl flew a nice looking A.R.F Cessna 150 on both days and 
appeared to have a little bother with the nose leg.  You need a 180 
Tony! 
 
The Loveridges had two models present, but only one serviceable in 
the form of an Extra 300.  Hamish had a ball trying to “out do” Gry 
Shaw in the landing department.  All good fun.  Graham kept his 
hand in on the Extra and seemed pleased with his flight. 
 
Their Fly Baby didn’t fly so it was left to me to put air under my Fly 
Baby wings.  After a cautious start to the weekend, I had what I 
thought was a pretty good couple of days flying.  I did enjoy myself! 
 
At the end of flying on Saturday, Tony Withey provided some enter-
tainment by test flying his recently finished Texan 11.  Complete with 
turbine power.  It was a nervous time for Jenny!  (And probably for 
Tony Also).  Thankfully from start to finish, the flight was just how we 
like test flights to be.  Nice one Tony! 
 
The Saturday nights meal out was well attended by MANZ members.  
As well as Cossie Club members, I suspect due to the A/B’s V Argen-
tina test match being on the big Screen.  Nice to see a number of 
wives in attendance too. 
 
While all of us visitors enjoyed our weekend flying, largely due to a 
different flying field and the companionship of others, lets not forget 
the Host Club.  Taupo always provides a Top Class flying field and 
really look after their visitors. 
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Manning the food tent requires a lot of labour and we really appreciate 
their efforts.  So a Big Thank You to all involved, for what was a great 
weekend. 
 

Mike O’Grady. 
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New Plymouth Rally  10th & 11th November 2018 
 
The NPMAC hosted its first LMANZ rally over the weekend of the 
10th and 11th November and despite support from outside the Tara-
naki region being down due to a range of factors, we had a great 
weekend with a lot of flying. A special thanks to Jonathan Shorer, 
Alan Rowson, Steve Wilson and Ken Buckley for making the trek to 
the Naki. 
 
Support from the Stratford guys and the local club was huge and the 
pits were full on both days. With the local members pitching in, mod-
el inspections were completed in fairly quick order on Saturday 
morning and following a welcome and pilot’s briefing flying was soon 
underway. 
 
The BBQ was fired up for lunch and Andy’s urn keep the hot water 
up for teas and coffee’s as and when needed. 
 
It was a great practice run for the NPMAC Memorial Rally scheduled 
for March 2019 and the NPMAC facilities looked great and the sys-
tems all worked well with willing volunteers taking turns at flight line 
direction etc. 
 
All in all a very enjoyable time, no carnage, and a great chance to 
get the larger models out for an airing. 
 
         Steve B. 
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Rally Schedule 2019 
 
  

Waharoa Rally and AGM 
 4th & 5th May 
 Contact: Gary Shaw  07 5791263   

Email:  gary.mary@xtra.co.nz 
 
 Taupo Rally 
 14th & 15th September 
 Contact: Paul Masters  07 3767076   

Email:  p.s.masters@clear.net.nz 
 
 NPMAC  

9th & 10th November  (tbc) 
 Contact: Steve Blackman  0274 812 575 

Email:  shb@xtra.co.nz  
 

 


